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SERVICES 
Evening Shabbat Service - 1/1, 1/8, & 1/29 - 
7:30 pm  
Family Shabbat Service - 1/15 - 6:30 pm - Led 
by 5 & 6 Grades. 
Tu B'Shevat Community Seder -1/22 -7:30 pm 
 
 
CLASSES 
No Religious School - 1/3 & 1/17 
Religious School - 1/10, 1/24 & 1/31 - 9:15 am 
Torah Study - 1/5, 1/12, 1/19 & 1/26  - 12:00 pm 
Pirkei Avot - 1/5, 1/12, 1/19 & 1/26 - 1:15 pm 
Judaism 101 - 1/6, 1/13, 1/20 & 1/27 - 10:00 am 
Everything You Always Wanted to Know 
About Judaism But Didnôt Even Know to Ask  
- 1/7, 1/14, 1/21 & 1/28 - 7:00 pm 
Hebrew - 1/10, 1/24 & 1/31 - 11:15 am 
 
 
MEETINGS 
Brotherhood Meeting 1/10 - 10:00 am 
Sisterhood Meeting - 1/10 - 11:00 am 
Board Meeting - 1/13 - 7:30 pm 
 
 
ACTIVITES 
TCP Book Club - 1/14 - 10:30 am 
Knitting Group Meeting - 1/20 - 10:30 am 
 
 
EVENTS 
Dinner With The Rabbi - 1/8 - 6:15 pm  
Spaghetti Luncheon - 1/24 - 12:30 pm  
Talk by Israela Meyerstein - 1/24 - 1:30 pm 
Interfaith Dinner & Discussion - 1/30 - 3:30 pm 

 
 

The Temple Office will be closed on: 
Friday, January 1, 2016  

 
Wishing you a Happy & Healthy 2016 

 

How Come Jews Know SO Little? 
Jews make up 2% of the U.S. 
population, but 21% of the Ivy League 
student bodies, 26% of the Kennedy 
Center honorees, 37% of the Academy 
Award-winning directors, 38% of those 
on a recent Business Week list of 
leading philanthropists and 51% of the 
Pulitzer Prize winners for nonfiction.  
(Daniel Meissler: The Staggering 
Accomplishments of Jews)  Most Jews 
are college graduates (58%), including 
28% who say they have earned a post-
graduate degree.  By comparison, 29% of U.S. adults say they 
graduated from college, including 10% who have a post-graduate 
degree. (http://www.pewforum.org/2013/10/01/jewish-american-
beliefs-attitudes-culture-survey/)  If this is the case, how come 
Jews know so little about Judaism? 
 
When I look back on my own Jewish education - which by todayôs 
standards was quite substantial - I am appalled.  I attended 
religious school four days a week at a Conservative synagogue 
and went to services weekly.  Shouldnôt I have learned more than 
speed - reading the Shema?  At age 11, I continued at a Jewish 
Day School where half the day was devoted to Hebrew subjects.  
I left after 9

th
 grade with my hunger for learning unsatisfied.  The 

words midrash, Talmud and Mishnah were not a part of my 
vocabulary.  Commentary, alternative opinions and practices 
were absent from my education - in a Day School setting!  We 
have a word for this in Yiddish:  SHANDA:  A shame or a 
scandal. How did this happen? 
 
Rabbi Arthur Hertzberg theorizes that during the massive waves 
of immigration from 1881 to 1924, the millions of Jews who came 
to America from eastern and central Europe were mainly the 
ambitious, young, unmarried people with no means.  The 
scholars, wealthy storeowners and landowners stayed behind.  
Most perished in the Holocaust.  This left a gaping hole in the 
pool of educated Jews. 
 
Those who came to America were folks with a sense of Jewish 
identity but little Jewish knowledge.  The American Jewish 
community in the early part of the 20th century was large in 
numbers but mostly uneducated.  Their Jewishness was an 
undifferentiated blend of Judaism, folk wisdom and superstition - 
and nobody knew which was which.          
        (Continued on page 9) 
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3 

/. 4(% ")-!( 
WHATõS HAPPENING IN SHUL? 

Family Services 
 

CǊƛŘŀȅΣ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мр  
ŀǘ сΥол ǇƳ  

 
.ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ ŀƴŘ !ƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ 

.ƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎ 

 
December went very quickly for the Religious 
School, as we started with our Chanukah party.  
 
Thanks again to all who helped get everything 
ready and set up, as well as those in the 
congregation who donated to our baskets this 
year!  We cannot function without all the time and 
effort our generous parents give!   
 
This was followed with a visit from the Scribe, Neil 
Yerman and the children did workshops to learn 
about restoring the Torah. 
 
In January, we are looking to get back to work! 
Family Service will take place on January 15 this 
month, and will feature our 5th and 6th graders. 
 
We wish everyone a Happy and Healthy New Year 
and holiday season and will see everyone back on 
January 10. 
 
 
Sharon and Lisa 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Friday, January 8, at 6:15 pm 
    
If you would like to join Edwin and Rabbi 
Melody for Shabbat dinner at TCP please 
RSVP Joanne at 610-253-2031 or 
Rabbi Melody at 484-358-6098  

 
Rabbi and Edwin can host up to 14 people at 
a time for dinner which takes place prior to 

Friday night services.  
 

So hurry and be sure to make your 
reservation!  

 

 

FOR SALE 

 

Temple Covenant of Peace has several Cemetery 

Plots available in our section at Easton Cemetery. 

 

If you are interested in obtaining additional 

information, please contact the Temple office. 

 
Tu Bôshevat  

Community Seder  
Friday, January 22 

At 

7:30 pm 
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Bits and Pieces - Nothing Fancy - by Mark Breitbart 

 
This month, I thought I would write on an assortment of words that may or may not be familiar to you.  Some of the 
words are heard around the synagogue or home and others are words that were heard years ago and were 
possibly not thought of in years. 
 
What is the Ner Tamid - The Eternal Light?  In all synagogues there is an Eternal Light (Ner Tamid), a continuously 
burning lamp, which is situated above the Ark. The eternal light is a symbol of the menorah which burned 
continuously in the Holy Temple in Jerusalem. It also serves as a symbol of God's unwavering presence and of our 
undying faith in God.  Originally a candle or fire, it is now even powered by solar energy in some congregations.  At 
Temple Covenant of Peace, we recently converted our Eternal Light to an LED bulb. 
 
I heard the word wimpel again recently, and realized that not everyone knew what it was.  The word wimpel, comes 
from the German, bewimfen, which means to cover up or conceal, was a long linen sash used to bind or tie the 
Torah prior to replacing it in the Ark.  In early days, it was used to hold down a baby boy's feet during the Brit Milah 
ceremony, used subsequently to wrap the torah at the bar mitzvah ceremony, and then became part of the 
chuppah.  Today, the wimpel is usually referred to as the Torah binder or wrapper, and is an item that has velcro or 
a clip that connects the two ends of elastic covered with fabric. 
 
There are foods that we remember as kids - some that we have vowed never to touch and others that hold fond 
memories.  Perhaps it was stuffed kishka?  The word comes from the Russian and means intestines or entrails.  It 
was found on the menu of many kosher delicatessens and some restaurants and was a sausage consisting of 
some very strong spices along with bits of meat and bread crumbs. 
 
Schav was something that I always saw and never liked.  It is sorrel or sour greens and it is a soup made from 
sorrel and usually served cold.  It retains a following with many families of European origin. 
 
Tzimmes was either a dessert that consisted of stewed fruits, with the majority being prunes and a few other fruits 
such as dried apricots, pears and / or peaches tossed into the mix.  It can also be a dish of mixed cooked 
vegetables, usually sweetened, and consisted of carrots, sweet potatoes, apples, potatoes and a few apricots 
added to provide sweetness.  It was usually cooked for a long time over low heat to allow all of the flavors to meld 
together. 
 
Griventz or Grebenes is something that you may remember from your childhood, prepared in your mom's or your 
grandma's kitchen.  The word comes from the Yiddish and was the rendered fat and fatty skin of the chicken or a 
goose fried in chicken fat.  (A cardiologist's nightmare!)  In the same community came chicken schmaltz.  This was 
the fat of the chicken or other poultry that was melted down.  In some homes, it was used in place of butter or 
shortening in cooking and also used for a óshmearô (spread) on challah or matzoh.    
 
We hear words, phrases and some unusual terms, and we remember them.  Perhaps some have not been heard in 
years and others may have been mentioned only last week.  When heard again after a long absence, they are 
almost like a friend coming back for a visit after being away for awhile, conjuring up memories and thoughts, 
hopefully good - except for kishka, something, in my opinion,  that just can not be redeemed! 
 

Wantedééé.. 
Do any of our Temple members have the 
following items they can loan out for 2 
weeks around the end of April beginning of 
May.  One of our congregants is having 
visitors who have a baby and need to 
borrow these items; if so can you please 
contact Liz Cartine on 484-373-0990.  
Thanks. 

§ Car Seat 
§ Crib 
§ High Chair 

 

OUR TEMPLE FAMILY 
 
Happy Birthday To: 
  
Mark Breitbart, Dana Haykin, Stacy Kandel, 
Marvin Rosenthal, Tamar Earnest,  
Elaine Berk, Steven Weintraub,  
Alice Glass-Gutman, Carol Cohen &  
Kelly Ginsberg.  
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Special Events 

at TCP 

and the 

Lehigh Valley 

 
Top L: Gwen Jacobs lights the 
Sabbath candles on her 80th (!) 
birthday. 
Top R: A special birthday blessing. 
Center L: Gwen and her grandson 
Daniel open the ark. 
Bottom L:  Seated: Rô Rachel 
Rembrandt, Rô Melody Davis, Rô 
Allen Juda, Rô Seth Philips. 
Standing: Cantor Kevin Wartell at the 
Jewish Day School Dinner Dance. 
Bottom R: Rô Yehoshua Mizrahi, 
Cantor Kevin Wartell, Rô Melody 
Davis and Rô Seth Philips lighting the 
Lehigh Valley menorah at the JCC 
Hanukkah party. 


